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s the greateſt part of Mankind are more 
A affected by things which tirike the Senfes, 
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Merit by Noife anifpoutward Appea 
too apt to M 
and Retirement. The Raillery ani 


than-by Excellencies that are to be difcerned 

— by Reafon and Thought, they form very 

erroneous Judgments, when they compare the one 

| with the other. An eminent Inftance of this is, that 

| volgar Noftién, that Men addicted to Contemplation» 
al ire lefs uſeful Members of Society, than thofe of a 
different courfe of Life. The bufinefs therefore of 


fon and Reflection. 


very my prefent Paper fhall be, to compare the diſtinct 
Folio, Merits of the Speculative and the A@ive Parts of n their Thoaghts 
Mankind.) * „„ to Practice; will feem 
ands, The Advantages arifing from the Laboues of Ge- 


— a 


order to rectifie the Miftake of thofe who. meafore 
ce, and are 

eproaches 
which are thrown on that Species by thofe who a- 
bound in the Animal Life, wou'd incline oné to 
think the World not ſufficieniiy convinced, that 
vrhatſoever is food or excellent proceeds from Rea - 


Even thoſe ho onlytegard: Truth as fuch, with- 
or applying them 
thy, Members of the 
Commonwealth, if we compare the Innocence and 


nerals and confined to narrow. Tras. Tranquility with which they. pafs their Lives, with’ 
ae of the Ea pd while they promote the Intereft of the Fraud and Impertinence of other Men. Bu 

eas their N e leſſzn or obſtruct that of number of thoſe, who by abſtracted Thoughts be- 

Whergas ight and Knowledge come ufelefs, is inconſiderable, in reſpect of them 
* that ſpriug from Speculation Are not limited go any who are huriful to Mankind by i active- and reftlefs « 
7 ſinxle Spot, but equally diffufed to the Benefit, of the Den n 
time —f whole Globe. Bei for the moſt part, the Re- As in the diftribution of other things, fo in this 
Head nown ouly of Gtion is tranſmitted ta diſtant the Wiſdom of Providence appears, that Men ad- 

gg Pofterity, their great Exploits either dying with dicted to intellectual Purſuits, bear a finall propor- 

min, themfelves, or foon after them; whereas Specalative tion to thoſe who rejoice in exerting the Force and 

Mr, Men continue to deferve well of the World thou- Adtivity of their Cgrporeal Organs; füt Operations 
ith fands of Years after theghave left it. Their Merit: of the latter fort are limited to 4 narrow extent of 

ae are pro with theifPame, which isducteshem, Time and Place, whereas thofe of the Mind are per · 
Cle ff bot a ift to thofe whofe Beneficence has net manent and Upiverfal, Plate an clid enjoy a 

5 outlived gheir Perſonnss. 490 bort of Immortality upon Earth, Ad at this Day read 

be Wh nefit do we receive from the cp ned Lectures to the War’. 
Deeds of Cæſar or Alexander, that we thou mate But, if to inform the Underftanging, and reguidte” 


e theſe Sciences cultivate the exterior PA 
‘there are others of a more excellent Nature N 


them the conftant Themes of our Praife? while the 
Name of Pyshagoras is more {paringly celebrate 


tho’ it be to him that we are indebted for our Trad&. 


and Riches. This may ſeem ftrange tog vul 
Reader, but the following Reflection will make it 
plaid That Philofopher invented the Forty feventh 
Propofition of the firſt Book of Euclid, which is the 
Foundation of Trigonometry, and confequently of 
Navigatiqn, upon which the Commerce of Great 
Britain depends. 


he Mathematics are fo ufeful and . ornamen- 
tal to Human Life, that the Ingenious Sir 


Temple a 


Uritir 
ill thoſe 
ons from 


yarians to be derived fü 


fe, 
fat in- 
due the Heart with Rudiments of Virtue, and by 
opening our Proſpects, and awakeniggg Hope 
produce generous Emotions and fublig atime 

The Divine Sages of Antiquity, who By tranf- 
mitting down to us their Speculations upon..Good 
and Evil, apon Providence, andthe Dignity and Du- 
ration of Thinking Beings, have imprinted an Idea of 
Moral Excellence on the Mind#tof Men, are moſt 


eminent Benefactors to Human Nature; and, how- 
ever overlooked. in the loud and thoughtlefs Ap- 


plauſes that are every Day beſtowed on the Slaugh- 
terers and Difturbers of Mankind, yet they will 
never want the Efteem and Approbation of the Wife 
and Virtuous.” 

This Apology in behalf of the Speculative part of 
Mankind, who make uſeful Truth the end of their 


Being, and its Acquifition the Buſineſs as well as 


Entertainment of their Lives, ſeems not improper, in 
(Price Two Pence.) 


the Will, is the moſt laſting a 


wiedyes, in ſome part of his Wigiting 
which diſtinguſe ¢ 
ot to the Well-being of the World, that no body but 2 


diffuſive Benefit, 
there will mot be found ſo uſeful and excellent an 


that of the Chriftian Priefthaod, which 
is now become the gf#ools, Tha #nume- 
rous Order of Men Be, canfccraged to dhe 
Study of the moſt fublime and beneficial Truths, 
with a defign to propagate the by their Difcourfes 


and Writings, to inform their Fellow of 
the Being and Attributes of the Deity, to poffefs 
their Minds With the Senfe of a future State, and 
not only to explain the Nature of every Vir 
Moral Duty, but like wiſe to perſuade to 
the Practice of them by the moſt powerful and en- 
aging Motives, is a thing fo excellent and nece 


Modern Free-shinker cou'd have the Forehead ar 

* to turn it into Ridicule. 1 
The Light in which theſe Points ſhou d be expoſed 

to the View of one who is prejudiced againſt the 


Names, Kellgion, Charch, Pricft, and the like, is, to 


contider the Clerg is fo many Philofophers, thé 
Churches as Schools, and their Sermons as Lectures 
for the Information. and Improvement of the Audi- 
ence. How would the Heart of Socrates or Tully 
have rejoiced, had they lived ina Nation, where the 
Law had made Provifion for Philofophers, to read 
Lectures of Morality and. Theology every ſeventh 
Day, in ſeveral thoufands of Schools erected atthe 
Publick Charge throughout the whole Country, at 
which Lectures all Ranks and Sexes without Diſtin- 
Sion were obliged to be prefent for their general 
Improvement? And what wicked Wretches would 
they thick thofe Men, who thould endeavour to de- 
feat the purpofe of fo Divine an Inftitution ? 

it is indeed ufual with that low Tite of Writers, 
to pretend their Defignis only to reform the Church, 
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